
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we approach the end of March and near the Easter school holiday, it has been an extremely busy
period at SCC. Through the activities relating to World Book Day and British Science Week, our teachers
have fostered an excitement for reading and science and you can find out more about both of these
events later in the newsletter. Welcoming former British rugby league captain Jamie Peacock back to the
school was an enormous pleasure too. We’re sure that our Y7 students will have enjoyed the
opportunity to listen to Jamie’s inspirational talk and his words will help them to develop the personal
qualities that will enable them all to ACHIEVE their full potential.

After the enormous success of last year’s fundraising efforts for ‘Walk for Autism’, the SEN team and the
whole school have once again come together to raise funds and awareness for this important event.
The support from families has been tremendous and helping to make school a more welcoming and
understanding environment for those with autism is the most pleasing thing of all.

Another very positive development is the fact that educational visits are now beginning to take place
with greater regularity as the challenges posed by the pandemic begin to ease. At the end of March, we
have more than 150 of our Y7 students taking part in a visit to the Kingswood outdoor adventure
centre, staying for two nights and experiencing many different activities during this time. Look forward
to further updates about this visit next month.

Finally, another month means that the summer exam season for our Y11 students does move ever
closer. We continue to be extremely impressed by the efforts of our young people and are confident
that they are extremely well-prepared for summer exam success. Of course, the final weeks are very
important and making sure effective revision takes place using the materials available on FROG is vital.
The continued support of parents and carers in ensuring that regular revision is taking place is very
much appreciated.

We hope that you all do enjoy an enjoyable and relaxing Easter vacation.
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JAMIE PEACOCK

Jamie Peacock has been into school this month to launch his 'Be a
Champion' 30 day wellbeing programme with the Year 7 students.
The programme includes 7 key factors: good attitude, positive
influences, self-discipline, the extra mile, self-improvement, self-
belief and resilience. Year 7 form tutors are currently working
through the programme each morning with their tutees, beginning
the day with a positive mindset. 
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In 2019, Sedgefield Community College achieved World Class
School status, and this year we are reaccrediting.  As part of this
process, six of our World Class students travelled to
Warwickshire to participate in a project at Houlton School,
Rugby.  Our students had to liaise with students at other World
Class Schools in preparation for the event and worked really
hard to design and create tree hangings, a sign and a sculpture
to reflect the values of Houlton School.  Students organised the
project entirely by themselves, including producing a budget, a 

WORLD CLASS SCHOOLS EVENT

risk assessment, an environmental report, minutes of meetings and media to promote their work. It was
a busy but exciting time for the students involved and we are incredibly proud of them. We will find out
later in the year whether our reaccreditation has been successful!

To mark 25 years of World Book Day, students at Sedgefield Community College took part in a
celebration of literature. The focus of the day was to promote the importance of storytelling by
encouraging students to think about the significance of human stories. Students read extracts from
Kerry Drewery’s The Last Paper Crane, a novel which moves from contemporary Japan to Hiroshima in
August 1945, the day the nuclear bomb was so devastatingly dropped on the city. This was particularly
poignant given the current invasion of Ukraine and students wrote haikus and made origami paper
cranes in memory of the lost lives, the futures missed and to offer peace and hope for those who are
currently suffering.  

Teaching staff and students also took part in a shared reading of Bali Rai’s The Colour of Humanity, a
short story which was inspired by the tragic death of Liverpool teenager Anthony Walker in 2005 at the
hands of racists.  In this story, students were asked to consider what makes us human.  Inspired by Rai’s
story and in memory of Anthony Walker, students were asked to enter a poetry competition in support
of The Anthony Walker Foundation’s, ‘Speak Out, Stop Hate’ campaign.  We have been overwhelmed by
entries from our students who have used their own words and stories to instigate change, show
empathy, and to ensure that these tragic moments in history will never be forgotten.     

WORLD BOOK DAY 3RD MARCH 2022
 

This half term we have had the pleasure of 8 Durham University
trainee teachers joining us at SCC. Miss Dunn (History), Mr
Laidler (Maths), Miss Etem (Maths), Mr Broadbent (Maths), Miss
Churne (English), Miss Bull (Science), Mr Perkins (Science) and
Mr Kelly (Science). The trainees have been on a 4 week
placement as part of their on-going PGCE training year. They
have experienced a variety of lessons across all year groups;
providing support or taking a lead in the teaching. We wish
them well as they return to their main placement schools for the
summer term.

DURHAM UNI TRAINEE TEACHERS



most recent BBC series 'Green Planet' that showed the
growth of a giant lily-pad over the course of 3 months,
summarised in a mesmerising three-minute video clip full
of dramatic movement and anticipation. Miss Tinman then
turned the theme on its head and took time to highlight
the whole team of specialists involved in the production of 
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BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK
March 11th-18th 2022 marked British Science Week. The
theme of BSW 2022 was 'Growth' and SCC recognised the
occasion by celebrating all things science with various
activities both inside and outside of the classroom. 

Miss Tinman delivered a thought-provoking assembly to
all year groups each morning throughout the week,
prompting students to think about how they can use their
skills to contribute the growth of thew planet all around
us. She used the example of Sir David Attenborough's 

such a successful series, such as musicians, writers, stylists, videographers, programmers, and
linguists, to name a few, and how all their personal attributes and skills have contributed to our
knowledge and the overall growth of science across the planet.

In Year 7 and 8 lessons, Miss Oakden organised for students to design a poster on the theme of
Growth that will be judged by the science department. The top 5 posters from Year 7 and 8 will
receive an individual prize from the SCC Science Department and will be then submitted into the
official British Science Week poster competition. Prizes from the official BSW poster competition
include, an Amazon Echo, Engineering curiosity card sets, fun-fact books, and robotic toys. Best of luck
to the five students that have been entered into the competition!

In addition to the above, the SCC science department ran lunchtime activities for science week
including 'Build your own rocket' and 'Spaghetti and Marshmallow Towers'. These sessions proved
popular with our students and there were some fantastic rockets and towers made. Launching the
rockets proved difficult in the gale-force winds we had but students particularly enjoyed watching our
trainee teacher, Mr Kelly who managed to get soaked from the water rockets in the process, so not all
was lost! A particular SCC mention to Nieve Nuttall, who not only produced a fantastic rocket but
designed and engineered a marshmallow and spaghetti tower to rival the Eiffel tower! Nieve emulates
a strong 'Woman in Science', and we can't wait to see her progress thoughout her time at SCC and
beyond.

Last but by no means least, a science-themed treasure hunt was undertaken by many students
throughout the week whereby they needed to collect a worksheet and make their way around the
school reading the many clues pinned to teacher's doors. Miss Tinman was hugely impressed with the
sheer volume of entries submitted from the treasure hunt and found it hard to choose a winner...so
chose 4! Our winners were Alan Swinney, Jessica Hook, Alice Larke and Lottie Hamilton, all receiving
an easter egg for their investigative skills!
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WALK FOR AUTISM

ENRICHMENT

THOUGHTS OF THE WEEK
Our students are supported to take an active interest in the world around them and are able to
develop an informed and perceptive point of view concerning major current events. During registration
periods each week, tutors take time to explore our 'Thoughts for the Week'. Over the course of several
days, students consider differing viewpoints relating to a story that has been featured in the news and
are then asked to express and explain their own opinions about this.  

Each week, our 'Thoughts' are shared via social media platforms and we would encourage parents and
carers to take the time to join in the debate and discuss these with your children too.

W.C. 7th March - International Women's Day - We all need to take responsibility for ending violence
against women.
W.C. 14th March -  Science - We are all responsible for the ‘clean growth’ of our planet.
W.C. 21st March - World Book Day - Empathy is one of the most important qualities for humanity.

On Wednesday March 16th we brought the curtain down on our six-week spring block of enrichment
activities. Over 150 students took part over the six weeks with almost 900 hours of student provision
consumed. Activities ranged from trampolining to football, from Science Club to Drama Workshop.
Enrichment Coordinator Mr McGeary said, “It was wonderful to see so many students embrace the
programme. With 12 various activities on offer we truly enriched every student who took part. It was
fantastic to see the return of Drama to the list of provisions and as usual our PE activities proved ever
so popular. I look forward to seeing what we can come up with to offer our students in the summer
term.”

Enrichment now takes a short break and will return to the school calendar on Wednesday May 11th,
when again we will embark on a six-week programme of provisions which will allow students access to
many opportunities which otherwise may be inaccessible. 

For further details on any or our enrichment provisions, students are encouraged to see Mr McGeary.

The 28th March - 3rd April is World Autism Acceptance week.
To help create a society that works for autistic people, Team
SCC are walking 10,000 steps a day in the Walk for Autism
event. Saturday 26th March marked Sedgefield Community
College's second time participating in this virtual walk. Over
70 staff, pupils and their families have stepped up to raise
awareness for autism and so far, have raised a fantastic
£5,800 and the total is still ever increasing. The support from
all involved is phenomenal and we hope to continue our
conversations around autism and how we can become a
society that not only is aware but is keen to make a
difference. The SEN team are truly grateful to everyone that
has sponsored or taken on the challenge themselves. 
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STUDENT WELFARE
It’s been a tough winter, but the spring is on its way and with the spring brings the lighter nights and
lighter mornings. This will have a positive impact on both staff and student wellbeing: nothing like a bit
of bright sky to lift our moods! In fact, spending time in nature has been found to help with mental
health problems such as anxiety and depression, and what better time of year to get out then when the
first buds are blooming?! Here are some ideas for incorporating more nature into your daily life:  

Waking the dog. 
Going for a walk in the local area . How about a lovely walk around Hardwick Park?  
Try growing some plants in the house or garden. 
Learn about food foraging with the Woodland Trust.  
Use mobile apps where you can listen to nature e.g. waves crashing or bird song 
Arrange a comfortable space to sit in the house, where you can watch the wildlife outside of your
window. You could even make a bird feeder to encourage birds to your outside space.  

Keep Safe – The Big Red Button 

Sometimes it can be difficult for your child to talk about
issues they have or to speak up about something they’ve
witnessed or even to reach out on behalf of a friend. The
initial face to face discussion can be nerve wracking,
therefore students have access to The ‘Keep Safe – Big Red
Button’. It allows students the opportunity to submit their
concern via the FROG VLE. Mrs Spencer and Mrs Kidd read
these concerns and then look to support in the most
appropriate way.  

Useful Links 
Childline: https://www.childline.org.uk/ 
Youngminds: https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ or 0808 802 5544 (Parents Helpline) 
CAMHS Crisis: Freephone 0800 0516 171 (For mental health emergencies)

REMINDERS

Year 7 Wellbeing Room – The year 7 wellbeing room can be found in G21. If your child would
benefit from accessing this, please speak with the year manager and Mrs Anderson.  
Year 8 – 11 Wellbeing Room – This room can be found in F33. If your child would benefit from
accessing this, please speak with the year manager and Mrs McGowan. 
The Library – What a wonderful way to make new friends, as well as your child being able to
immerse themselves in another world through the medium of books! Mrs Welsh, our fantastic
English teacher, runs the Library – so any queries, please direct your child to her.  
Sport – If your child would like to participate in some lunchtime sports activities, advise them to
speak to Mr Hepples, or another member of the PE staff, who can update them on the activities
and sessions that are upcoming.  
Counselling Drop In – Mrs Spencer is available during lunch in G21 for drop in. All your child needs
to do is let Mrs Spencer know their concern/issue and she will be able to guide your child to the
right support, or look to book in a counselling session if appropriate.  

Lunch Time Support 
We have a number of areas students can access during lunchtime if they need that time away:  

https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
tel:+44-808-802-5544
tel:08000516171
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We have been delighted with the revision, preparation, and attitude of our Year 11 students in their
recent Tier of Entry assessment window that we held in the first week after half-term. We are now
encouraging and supporting them to continue with the same attitude and effort to their revision right
the way through their actual exam window.

Whilst some students have already sat some of their external exams in some subjects at times during
this academic year and will do so in the coming weeks, the first exam of the identified 'summer exam
season' is the R.E. exam on Monday 16th May. This starts a busy first week with examinations in English
Language, Science and Mathematics all taking place over the first five days.

It is for this reason that it is imperative for all Year 11 students begin planning and organising their
revision as early as they can so they can prepare for each examination effectively. Being prepared is key
to being confident, and confidence is key to performing to the best of their ability, which we hope all
students are able to do.

All revision materials are available on the revision site on Frog. Students should speak to their teachers
if they are unsure about where to find any revision materials they need or if they need support with
any or part of their revision.

Year 11 students have received their exam timetables for their summer exams already which include
the dates of all of their exams. If any student needs another copy of these dates they should go and see
Mrs Turnbull in the exams office. A further reminder that the exam boards have advised that all
students should be available to sit an exam upto and including Wednesday 29th June which has been
given as the date a final exam could be held.

ASSESSMENT & EXAMS INFORMATION 

On Thursday 7th April we will be welcoming all Year 8 students and their parents/carers into school to
support students in making certain choices regarding some of the subjects they will continue to study
through to Year 11. 

Rather than being a traditional parents’ evening, this is an opportunity for parents and their child to
speak with teachers about the various courses on offer and this will help them decide on which
subjects will be the right ones to study in the future. 

This event will take place from 4pm to 6.30 pm. 

YEAR 8 PATHWAY EVENT 
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SPORTS BULLETIN
The lighter nights of the past month has seen the restart of
school football. Sedgefield teams have had lots of good
results in recent weeks and it has been great to see so many
students involved. Particularly important performances have
been seen from our Year 9 team who have progressed
through to the semi-final of the Bishop's Cup and our Year 11
team who won in a nail-biting quarter final that went all the
way to penalties. Well done to all involved and good luck in
the next round.
 
Team Sedgefield has also seen great showings from their Girls
Cricket teams. The U15s team made it to the semi-finals of the
Lady Taverner's competition whilst the U13s made it all the
way to the final before finishing runner up. A massive well
done to all involved.
 
After the success of our first wave of girls football activators
we have recently had a number of Year 7 girls start the
football activators course. This will lead to them organising
and running their own after school football club which will be
held on Thursdays after Easter. If there are any further
students still interested then please speak to Miss Burgess.
 
The PE department would like to give a massive
congratulations to Year 10 student Sophie Heighton who has
added a second national cycling title to her collection. Sophie
won the U18 junior national road bike 25 mile time trial, to go
along with the 10 mile time trial she won earlier in the year.
Congratulations Sophie, the school is very proud of you!

DANCE NEWS
A huge well done to Year 10 dancers who performed to Easy
On Me by Adele as part of their assessment.  The dancers
performed with expression and emotion showcasing the
intention of always supporting one another. 

Tickets are now on sale for the Feet First Secondary festival at
the Gala Theatre, Durham where Year 10 and 11 dancers are
performing on Thursday 5th May - tickets can be bought by
calling the box office on 03000266600 or visiting
https://galadurham.co.uk/whats-on/
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ART NEWS

VACANCIES AT SCC:
Receptionist/Administration Assistant - Closing date Friday 8th
April at 12 noon.
https://www.laidlawschoolstrust.co.uk/72/vacancies-
1/careers/1157/receptionist-administrative-assistant

In Visual Arts we have many hardworking and committed
creative students. Each month we'd like to acknowledge those
students who consistently strive to produce outstanding
portfolios. Our 'Artist of the month' students will receive a small
reward in recognition of their hard work and commitment
alongside the honour of their work being displayed in AD2 for
the month. Well done everyone! 

ARTISTS OF THE MONTH-MARCH 2022 

Y7/8- Kimi Tasker    
Fine Art- Francesca Terry  
Photography- Zeb Topping' 

Team Durham at Durham University are
holding an Easter Holiday Camp from
Monday 11th to Friday 22nd of April 2022. 

TEAM DURHAM EASTER HOLIDAY CAMP

For more details please scan the QR code
with your phone camera.


