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Dear Parent /Carer, 

 

First of all, I would like to start by sending you all my very best wishes for the new year. I hope that you 

have had the best Christmas possible and you and your family are well.  

You will be aware of some last-minute announcements made by the government over the Christmas 

holidays specifically relating to schools and COVID measures. In order to get the new year off to as smooth 

a start as possible, I would like to take this opportunity to explain what these announcements mean to 

Sedgefield Community College. Please see the important messages below: 

Arrangements for our return in January 2022 and staggered start dates 

I wrote to you before the holiday explaining that all secondary schools have been asked to carry out a 

COVID test with their pupils once on-site on return in January 2022. In order to do this, we have staggered 

the start of term.  

• Year 11 and Year 10 only return on Wednesday 5th January 2022. Year 11 to be tested first in 

the Heart Space whilst Year 10 report immediately to the sports hall. It is intended to have all testing 

completed by period 3 at the latest. Years 9 to 7 will access remote learning from FROG.  

• Year 9 and Year 8 (with Year 11 and Year 10) only return on Thursday 6th January 2022. As 

above, Year 9 to be tested first in the Heart Space whilst Year 8 report immediately to the sports hall. 

Year 7 will access remote learning from FROG.  

• Year 7 return on Friday 7th January 2022. Year 7 go to the Heart Space for testing and return to 

normal timetables as soon as possible. 

Regular twice weekly LFD testing 

Linked to the point above, one measure that significantly helped us maintain education as close to normal as 

possible before Christmas was the high percentage of students who tested themselves twice a week. Please 

continue to encourage your child to continue testing on Sunday evening and mid-week on Wednesday.  

Face Coverings 

The government has now reintroduced the need for face coverings to be worn in classrooms as well as 

communal areas. The advice is short term only and will be in place until Wednesday 26th January, when 

Plan B regulations are currently scheduled to expire. At this point the use of face-coverings will be 

reviewed. Please support the school in this measure and remind your child to bring their own face covering 

to school each day. 

10-day isolation period reduced to 7 days 

Since Wednesday 22nd December, the 10-day self-isolation period for students who record a positive PCR 

test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances. 



 

 

Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. The first test must be 

taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and the second test taken 24 hours later on day 

7. Those who receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-

isolation. Please see the diagram below for further clarification. 

Examples of when to end self-isolation if you have had COVID-19 symptoms or have received a positive 

COVID-19 test result 

 

Self-isolation and daily testing for close contacts of COVID-19 

People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months, 

identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19 are no longer automatically required to self-isolate. 

Unless they have a positive test result or develop symptoms at any time, they should take an LFD test every 

day for 7 days and continue to attend school as normal.  

Although there is a lot of information for us to digest and learn to adopt in our day-to-day lives, I would like 

to stress that we are in a much more fortunate position than 12 months ago when we were entering another 

period of school closures and lockdown. I am sure that if we are able to observe the guidance given, in 

addition to the existing measures which have served us so well since March 2021, we will be able to make 

another significant step towards ‘normal’ school life.  

Regards and best wishes for 2022, 

 

 

 

Mr Geoff Robinson 

Headteacher 

      


