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HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE
Dear Parents and Carers, welcome to the first edition of our brand new school newsletter. At the end of
each month we will share with you a summary of our news and events, as well as articles which will give
you a greater insight into what has been happening both in and out of the classroom at Sedgefield
Community College. As I’m sure you will agree, it is of utmost importance for all of our students to
experience high quality teaching and learning delivered within a broad, balanced and aspirational
curriculum. Nonetheless, it is just as important to also engage with a wide variety of extra-curricular and
wider-curriculum experiences.

Our belief in the wider curriculum offer at Sedgefield Community College refers to experiences of learning
which go beyond the limitations of the National Curriculum. It is based on an understanding that a
student’s experience of school must involve far more than the number of qualifications they have gained.
Whilst this will always be the main measure under which we are held accountable, we also hold ourselves
accountable for the number of minds we have broadened, the number of friendships we have fostered,
and the number of young people who leave Sedgefield Community College equipped to face the
challenges of a changing world.

There have been many highlights already this academic year including trips, sporting success and visiting
speakers as outlined in my letter to parents and carers ahead of the Christmas holiday. It is our intention
that through the many additional activities and events that you will be able to read about in our
newsletter, that our students will continue to gain wider knowledge to support their personal development
as young people of character. I hope you enjoy reading this first edition of our newsletter and continue to
support our school by encouraging your children to take advantage of as many opportunities that we are
able to offer.

With very best wishes,
Geoff Robinson, Headteacher

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/CARERS
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INTERVENTION
Since returning to school post-pandemic, we have committed
two evenings per week to allow students to catch up on time
missed through the various lockdowns, periods of isolation and
remote learning. Every Tuesday and Wednesday our staff host
regular sessions across the curriculum, with the focus being our
Year 10 and 11 students, in an attempt to repair all learning gaps
ahead of their final exams and coursework deadlines. As with
Enrichment, transport is provided at 4:15pm for those students
who are eligible for regular school transport. As of 20th January,
a remarkable 2167 student hours have been recovered through
the programme, with up to 100 students regularly attending each
night.
As part of the programme, our Maths, English and Science faculties have hosted lecture-style sessions in
our brand new auditorium facility, which allows for a large number of students to gather in one place to
benefit from the consistent learning outcome of the session.

Should parents/carers wish to know more about the programme, they are encouraged to contact 
Mr McGeary at p.mcgeary02@sedgefield.cc
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We have a number of areas students can access during lunchtime if they need that time away:  

Year 7 Wellbeing Room  
The year 7 wellbeing room can be found in G21. If your child would benefit from accessing this, please
speak with the year manager and Mrs Anderson.  

Year 8 – 11 Wellbeing Room  
This room can be found in F33. If your child would benefit from accessing this, please speak with the
year manager and Mrs McGowan. 

The Library  
What a wonderful way to make new friends, as well as your child being able to immerse themselves in
another world through the medium of books! Mrs Welsh, our fantastic English teacher, runs the Library
– so any queries, please direct your child to her.  

Sport 
If your child would like to participate in some lunchtime sports activities, advise them to speak to
Mr Hepples, or another member of the PE staff, who can update them on the activities and sessions
that are upcoming.  

Counselling Drop In 
Mrs Spencer is available during lunch in G21 for drop in. All your child needs to do is let Mrs Spencer
know their concern/issue and she will be able to guide your child to the right support, or look to book in
a counselling session if appropriate.  

Useful Links - 
Childline: https://www.childline.org.uk/ 
Youngminds: https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ or 0808 802 5544 (Parents Helpline) 
CAMHS Crisis: Freephone 0800 0516 171 (For mental health emergencies) 

STUDENT WELFARE
We have just launched a brand new Wellbeing page for our students to access via our FROG VLE. The
page covers topics from puberty to bullying to exam worries, providing tailored advice, as well as
signposting to external services that you and your child can access for that extra layer of support.  

Keep Safe – The Big Red Button 
Sometimes it can be difficult for your child to talk
about issues they have or to speak up about
something they’ve witnessed or even to reach out on
behalf of a friend. The initial face to face discussion can
be nerve wracking, therefore students have access to
The ‘Keep Safe – Big Red Button’. It allows students the
opportunity to submit their concern via the FROG VLE.
Mrs Spencer and Mrs Kidd read these concerns and
then look to support in the most appropriate way.  
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ASSESSMENT INFORMATION 
We have been delighted with the revision, preparation, and attitude of our year 10 and year 9 students
who have recently sat internal 'TOE' (Tier of Entry) assessments over the past half-term. All students
applied themselves fully and will hopefully be rewarded with some excellent results.  

Year 8 are the next year group who will gain some much-needed experience of sitting an assessment in
a formal setting when they complete their English, maths, and science assessments in the main exam
venue during the first week of February. Parental correspondence, which includes the assessment
dates and revision guidance, has been sent out via email already and students are encouraged to begin
revising and preparing themselves effectively as we have seen from the other year groups. 

This is followed by Year 11 who will sit their final TOE window ahead of their actual exams in the final
week of February (w/c 28th February). This will be a two-week window and it is important year 11
students begin their preparations for the assessments as early as possible. Further details on this exam
window will be sent to parents in due course. Linked to this, the exam boards have advised that all
students should be available to sit an exam up to and including Wednesday 29th June which has been
given as the date a final exam could be held. Year 11 students will be receiving their exam timetables in
the next couple of weeks. 

ENRICHMENT 
Commencing on Wednesday February 2nd, and operating for
six Wednesday evenings after school between 3:15pm and
4:15pm, the second block of our school Enrichment activities
will take place. Our Enrichment programme allows students
the opportunity to access a variety of provisions outside of
the classroom in an attempt to further their skillset and
enjoyment. In the past, students have experienced a
multitude of pursuits including Parkour, Rock Climbing, Golf, 

THOUGHTS OF THE WEEK - JANUARY:
Our students are supported to take an active interest in the world around them and are able to develop
an informed and perceptive point of view concerning major current events. During registration periods
each week, tutors take time to explore our 'Thoughts for the Week'. Over the course of several days,
students consider differing viewpoints relating to a story that has been featured in the news and are
then asked to express and explain their own opinions about this.  

Each week, our 'Thoughts' are shared via social media platforms and we would encourage parents and
carers to take the time to join in the debate and discuss these with your children too.

W.C. 10th Jan - World Braille Day - Should reading Braille be taught more widely?
W.C. 17th Jan - Man gets a heart transplant from a genetically modified pig - Is this morally wrong?
W.C. 24th Jan - Should bad science be censored on social media? 

Paintball, Rugby, Cricket, Photoshop, Bake Off, Animal Care, Pottery, Dance, Rock School and many
more. In our Autumn block, we regularly hosted 150 students and with Covid restrictions hopefully
allowing, our Spring activities should prove equally as popular. Students can sign up to the activities on
the Enrichment page on FROG. Transport is provided for all students eligible for regular school
transport. Spring activities include: Debating Club, Science Club, Rugby, Football, Trampolining, Fitness,
Computer Gaming, SCC Podcast, Drama Workshop, Book Club, Homework Hub.
For further details please see Mr McGeary.



SPORTS BULLETIN

Following the disruptions to our sporting calendar due to the
pandemic the PE department have been very excited to get back
into the swing of things and we have seen many students engage
in Team Sedgefield activities over recent months.

Team Sedgefield were very successful in the recent South West
Durham District Cross Country Championships with many students
progressing through to the next stage of competition, most notably
Ollie Probart, Harry Maddison and Sophie Bannister who all came
first in their age group. Well done to all involved.
32 students also represented our school recently in sports hall
athletics where the year 7 and 8 teams returned with 3 golds and 1
silver. These teams will be competing in County Finals in the next
few weeks.

Away from competition we are also currently running Yr7-11
Netball training (every Tuesday), Yr7/8 Rugby training (every
Wednesday) and Girls Football (every Thursday) this half term. We
also look forward to running our next block of enrichment activities
which include: indoor football, trampolining and fitness.

As well as participation, the PE department have thoroughly
enjoyed being able to run numerous sporting visits. Earlier in the
year 40 students enjoyed seeing the England Women's football
team win up at the Stadium of Light, and just before Christmas a
group of Y8 and Y9 students enjoyed an evening watching
Newcastle Eagles basketball in a close game with London Lions. As
always, the students represented the school exceptionally at both
visits. The PE department look to enjoy more off-site visits as the
year progresses.

This includes 150 Yr7 pupils attending our OAA residential to
Dukehouse, Hexham.   

Finally, a nod to the future, the PE department are in the process of
planning a Ski trip that would take place in early 2023 for current
Yr7-9 pupils. Keep an eye on your inbox for further details if you
would like your child to be a part of this trip.
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ART NEWS
In Visual Arts we have many hardworking and committed
creative students. Each month we'd like to acknowledge
those who consistently strive to produce outstanding
portfolios. Our 'Artist of the Month' students will receive
a small reward in recognition of their hard work and
commitment alongside the honour of their work being
displayed in AD2 for the month. Well done everyone! 

ARTISTS OF THE MONTH:
Y7/8- Willow Ireland  
Fine Art- Amelia Brown 
Photography- Zak Searle

VACANCIES AT SCC:
- Exam Invigilators, closing date Friday 4th February at
noon.
To apply head to the 'Careers' section of the school
website or follow this link:
https://www.laidlawschoolstrust.co.uk/72/vacancies
-1/careers/1100/examination-invigilators

DANCE NEWS
Recently SCC dancers have had lots of workshop
opportunities with dance professionals. 38 of our Y8
Girls completed a contemporary workshop with the D
Project - Debbie Harbin. As well as this, 40 boys were
involved in Boyz Project. We have had Zac Healey in from
Ruff Diamond Varsity, delivering a hip hop and breaking
workshop, improving the boy's dance ability and
confidence - showing the physical demand of dance and
that boys can dance too! Miss Arrowsmith is very proud
of everyone who took part in these workshops, Zac gave
a special mention to Ethan Frampton, Alan Swinnney,
Ashton Carter and James Thomas.


