
 

 

Our Ref: GR/PW  

Date:           22nd October 2021   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

 
I hope you and your family well. The past half-term has vanished incredibly quickly but I am pleased to say 

it has gone very smoothly. It has also been a very busy 7 weeks, with lots of events and activities now 

resuming after the past 18 disrupted months. Our new Year 7s have adapted to secondary school amazingly 

well, learning new systems, making new friendships and finding their way around a very big school. All of 

the other year groups have had a similarly smooth start to this term, but Year 11 must be singled out for the 

level of maturity they have displayed in approaching their final year at SCC. 

COVID Update 

Obviously, one major factor in the smooth start to the year has been the low number of positive COVID 

cases recorded in school since the start of term. However, we must not become complacent and we are 

determined to keep the school operating as close to normal as possible whilst maintaining a series of 

measures to help keep infection rates low. The following is a reminder of the school measures which I ask 

you to continue supporting the school with: 

Students and staff observe good hand and respiratory hygiene. 

The school will maintain enhanced cleaning regimes throughout the day with a particular focus on frequently 

touched surfaces. 

Staff are directed to keep occupied spaces well ventilated. CO2 monitors are now being used in classrooms 

to help staff quickly identify when ventilation needs to be improved. External windows are opened to 

improve natural ventilation. In addition, internal and external doors are opened to create a throughput of air.  

We are continuing to promote public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases 

of COVID-19. Staff and students are directed not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a 

positive test result or other reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on 

COVID-19. If anyone in our school shows symptoms, however mild, we isolate them and send them home 

directly to follow public health advice. 

Along with all other secondary schools, we are providing a vaccination venue for the School Age 

Immunisation Service (SAIS) to vaccinate 12 to 15 year olds whose parents have given consent for their 

child to be vaccinated. Details of these vaccinations for students whose parents wish to take up the 

vaccination offer will be confirmed today from the NHS Harrogate Immunisation Team. We will circulate 

these details as soon as we receive them. 

I would like to reassure everyone that although NHS Test and Trace are now responsible to identify close 

contacts, we closely monitor all the positive cases in school. In this way, we will be able to quickly identify 

patterns so we are in position to liaise with the public health team and reintroduce a series of measures from 

our contingency plan to address a breakout of COVID-19.  



You will know that our monitoring of the COVID situation in school and our consultation with the Local 

Health Protection Team, has already led us to introduce precautionary measures in Year 9 where a very small 

number of linked cases appeared. To prevent the potential for this situation to increase, we specifically 

instructed close contacts of the confirmed cases to test themselves and not to come into school if they 

exhibited any signs of COVID. We also made arrangements for the entire Year 9 group to be tested on site 

on Monday 18th October in order to identify any asymptomatic cases. There were no positive cases returned. 

We repeated this again on Wednesday 20th October to identify any cases that may have been in the 

incubation stage and not identifiable during the previous test. Again, this returned no positive results. I would 

like to thank all of the parents that were contacted during this process for their help and cooperation to carry 

out additional testing at home. I would also like to praise our Year Teams, Attendance Team and the SCC 

Asymptomatic Testing Team who meticulously monitor the COVID situation in school to ensure we are able 

to maintain a safe environment whilst trying to keep our students’ education as normal as possible. 

DfE and Ofqual Summary of 2022 exams announcements and Year 11 TOE Exams 

As most of our Year 11 parents are aware, the DfE and Ofqual have published plans for GCSEs/equivalents 

for 2022. I am getting the feeling of déjà vu as we are encountering the exact same questions that were raised 

over 12 months ago. However, with only 24 school weeks left for Year 11, rest assured we have already 

started to act on the details that have been shared. The details that we are aware of so far include the 

following key points below: 

  

Adaptations 

There will be optional topics and content in GCSE English literature, history and geography. These subject 

areas have been planning meticulously for this eventuality for some time and every lesson is specifically 

devoted to ensure that all of the key content is covered effectively. 

Students taking GCSE art and design will be assessed on their portfolio only. 

Exam boards will provide advanced information about the focus of the content of exams for all 

GCSE/equivalent subjects except GCSE English literature, history and geography by 7th February 2022 at the 

latest.  

Students will be given a formulae sheet for GCSE mathematics and a revised equation sheet for GCSE 

physics and combined science. 

Grading 

2022 will be a ‘transition year’ to reflect the fact that we are in a pandemic recovery period and students’ 

education has been disrupted. 

Ofqual will therefore aim for grades in 2022 to reflect a midway point between 2021 and 2019. This means 

that results overall next year will be higher than in 2019 but not as high as in 2020. 

In 2023, Ofqual aims to return to results that are in line with those in pre-pandemic years. 

Results day 

 

Results for exams next year will return to their normal format, with GCSEs being released on 25th August. 

 

Contingency plans if exams can’t go ahead 

If exams can’t go ahead as planned in 2022, the following contingency plan is speculated to be rolled out. 

The government’s proposal is essentially a tweaked Teacher Assessed Grade (TAGs) process, with tighter 

guidance on the evidence on which TAGs would be based. Specific suggestions include: 



 

 

Planned assessment points from which to gather evidence. This aligns with our existing Tier of Entry (TOE) 

exam schedule, it is vitally important that students prepare well for these. Please see Mr Hutton’s letter dated 

12th October for details of the Year 11 TOE exams and how to prepare. 

The use, at these assessment points, of approaches which replicate exam board papers and exam conditions. 

Once again, this process is already well established in SCC and all of TOE exams replicate the real exam 

conditions that are in place during the summer. 

If you have any questions over the Tier of Entry exam schedule that starts after half-term, please do not 

hesitate to contact Mr Hutton. 

Open Evening  

On Tuesday 5th October, we welcomed potential parents and students into SCC with our first live Open 

Evening Event since the pandemic. Speaking to staff and parents, the overwhelming opinion was that the 

one-way system worked really well on two counts. Firstly, to make sure we avoided crowding in rooms. 

Secondly, it enabled our prospective parents and students the opportunity to see each and every subject area 

in its entirety.   

The feedback from parents was very complimentary about the extremely professional and engaging 

environment that they encountered during their visit. However, I hope that from the perspective of current 

parents of students at SCC that you agree with me, the engaging environment that the prospective parents 

and students saw during the open event can't be created as a one-off, it is only ever truly achieved by the 

constant drive of our teachers and our students for the best possible standards in their lessons each and every 

day. 

Special mention and my personal thanks must be made about the highest quality student helpers any school 

could wish for. The enthusiasm, friendliness and helpfulness of the many students during the evening was 

something to make the school and their families very proud of.  

Black History Month 

At the beginning of October, we launched our tribute to the history, achievements and contributions of Black 

people in the UK. It is essential that we help all of our students recognise Black History Month 2021 as a 

positive opportunity to celebrate the achievements and contributions of Black people to the UK and around 

the world. Two very events have already taken place with Year 8 and Year 9 to help acknowledge Black 

History Month.  

Firstly, Year 9 were fortunate enough to join an online assembly held  at the Royal Grammar School. In this 

assembly, Hashi Mohamed, the best-selling author of People Like Us (BBC Radio 4 Book of the Week), 

spoke about his life as a child refugee arriving in the UK in the 1980s, being raised on benefits and his 

subsequent life-changing education, leading to a successful legal career. Hashi is an advocate of social 

mobility and the ability of each student, regardless of their background to fulfil their dreams, something 

which is at the very heart of SCC’s fundamental aims. 

Secondly, Year 8 took part workshops about Black history and the creation of race run by Marsha Garrett 

(researcher, public speaker and historian on the creation of race and racism). Marsha shared her expertise 

with warmth and humour and the feedback from students and staff was incredibly positive. We are hoping to 

continue working with Marsha to support further developments. 

Staffing Update 

As part of commitment to improving the life chances and future opportunities of all students, we work 

closely with the other 2 secondary schools in the Laidlaw Schools Trust. One such priority is to share 

elements of our best practice across a wide range of educational matters. One such matter is attendance and 



behaviour for which Sedgefield has earned a reputation for excellence. In order to ensure we have 

consistency across all of the schools, Mr Foster, who has led on these strategies in SCC, will now be leading 

the behaviour hub and working centrally for the trust to improve behaviour, welfare and attendance. I would 

like to congratulate Mr Foster on his new post and also Mrs Kidd on her appointment as our new Deputy 

Headteacher (Student Welfare). 

I hope that you all have a very enjoyable half-term break and we look forward to another exciting and safe 

half-term leading up to Christmas. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Geoff Robinson 

Headteacher 

 

 


