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In February, we marked the Queen's Platinum Jubilee in school. This was
a very important event in our ongoing commitment to actively promote
British values in school and to create opportunities for students that go
beyond the limitations of a typical curriculum. In this case in particular,
it allowed us the opportunity to enable our students to acquire a broad
general knowledge of, and respect for, public institutions and services in
England. Students learned about the Queen and her role, her ascension
to the throne and about the different countries in the Commonwealth.
This culminated in a day of celebrations which included staff wearing 
white and blue, Victoria sponge cakes being served from the school kitchen and the screening of the
coronation around the school. Our lasting tribute to mark the Queen’s 70 years on the throne was to ‘plant a
tree for the Jubilee’ as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy initiative. Members of our ‘Eco Squad’ chose to plant
a cherry blossom sapling and positioned it outside the entrance to the school, along with a commemorative
plaque. We look forward to seeing it grow and bloom over the coming years.

THE QUEEN'S PLATINUM JUBILEE

Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope that you enjoyed our first edition of the Sedgefield Community College Newsletter and that it gave you
a greater insight into what is happening in every aspect of school. The February edition has come around very
quickly because of the half-term break. However, there has still been an incredible amount happening around
school in this short time.

Not surprisingly, this edition has a particular mention of the information being published by exam boards to
help our Year 11 students focus their revision for this summer’s exams. Our staff have been working on this
information as a priority to help mitigate the impact of COVID on the performance of our every single one of
our students. Over the course of a very short period of time our staff have pulled together the relevant
information from the exam board’s advance information into a format that is accessible for our Year 11
students and parents to utilise in their final preparations. In addition to this, staff have also adapted, where
necessary, the forthcoming Year 11 TOE exams that take place immediately after the half-term break to
reflect the advance information that schools have received. When we return from the February half-term
break, our Year 11 students begin with the English Literature paper on the Monday morning. This replicates
the final exam season when they are often expected to sit an exam when they return from the May half-term
break. Please refer to Mr Hutton’s section of the newsletter and his letter to parents for further information.

Whilst not wanting to be overly optimistic, we continue to be fortunate to have been spared the same levels
of COVID that many other schools in the North East and the rest of the country have endured. To reinforce
this cautious sense of optimism, there has also been definite improvement in the previously high infection
rates of students and staff in some other Durham schools. I sincerely hope the contents of this newsletter are
a sign that a return to a normality of routines is now only a matter of time.

I hope you all have a very enjoyable and relaxing half-term break.

Geoff Robinson Headteacher
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STUDENT WELFARE
It’s been a tough winter, but the Spring is on its way and with the Spring brings the lighter nights and
lighter mornings. This will have a positive impact on both staff and student wellbeing, nothing like a
bit of bright sky to lift our moods! In fact, spending time in nature has been found to help with mental
health problems such as anxiety and depression, and what better time of year to get out then when
the first buds are blooming?! Some ideas for incorporating more nature into your daily life:  

Waking the dog. 
Going for a walk in the local area . How about a lovely walk around Hardwick park?  
Try growing some plants in the house or garden. 
Learn about food foraging with the Woodland Trust.  
Use mobile apps where you can listen to nature e.g. waves crashing or bird song 
Arrange a comfortable space to sit in the house, where you can watch the wildlife outside of your
window. You could even make a bird feeder to encourage birds to your outside space.  

Keep Safe – The Big Red Button 
Sometimes it can be difficult for your child to talk about
issues they have or to speak up about something
they’ve witnessed or even to reach out on behalf of a
friend. The initial face to face discussion can be nerve
wracking, therefore students have access to The ‘Keep
Safe – Big Red Button’. It allows students the
opportunity to submit their concern via the FROG VLE.
Mrs Spencer and Mrs Kidd read these concerns and
then look to support in the most appropriate way.  

Useful Links 
Childline: https://www.childline.org.uk/ 
Youngminds: https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ or 0808 802 5544 (Parents Helpline) 
CAMHS Crisis: Freephone 0800 0516 171 (For mental health emergencies)

REMINDERS

Year 7 Wellbeing Room – The year 7 wellbeing room can be found in G21. If your child would
benefit from accessing this, please speak with the year manager and Mrs Anderson.  
Year 8 – 11 Wellbeing Room – This room can be found in F33. If your child would benefit from
accessing this, please speak with the year manager and Mrs McGowan. 
The Library – What a wonderful way to make new friends, as well as your child being able to
immerse themselves in another world through the medium of books! Mrs Welsh, our fantastic
English teacher, runs the Library – so any queries, please direct your child to her.  
Sport – If your child would like to participate in some lunchtime sports activities, advise them to
speak to Mr Hepples, or another member of the PE staff, who can update them on the activities
and sessions that are upcoming.  
Counselling Drop In – Mrs Spencer is available during lunch in G21 for drop in. All your child
needs to do is let Mrs Spencer know their concern/issue and she will be able to guide your child
to the right support, or look to book in a counselling session if appropriate.  

Lunch Time Support 
We have a number of areas students can access during lunchtime if they need that time away:  

https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
tel:+44-808-802-5544
tel:08000516171


As some of you may be aware, SCC raised in excess of
£10,000 last year by taking part in a charity event: 'Walk for
Autism'. The purpose of this event is not only to raise money
but to help raise awareness of autism, not only within our
school but the wider community. We would love to have you
join us if you can. The walk is completed remotely and is
from the 26th March to  the 2nd April. During this time, the
aim is to walk 80,000 steps (10,000 each day). If you would
like to partake, please follow the link and register to our 

WALK FOR AUTISM!

team: Team SCC. If you would rather keep your walking shoes at home but are still keen to support please
follow the link and there you will also find a link to donate. No matter how big or small and in whatever
capacity you can manage, your support is always appreciated.
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Our programme of Super Curriculum Talks for Year 9 and Year 10
students restarted recently.  These are offered in conjunction with
Oxford University and give our students the opportunity to
explore interesting topics that they would not typically encounter
as part of the normal school curriculum.  To date, students have
engaged with two talks - 'The Future of Plastic' and 'Neuroscience:
Memory Consolidation During Sleep'.  Upcoming areas of interest
include 'Sustainable Batteries', 'Pharmacology', 'Lunar Science' and
'Law: Prisoners & the Right to Vote', amongst others.  These talks 

SUPER CURRICULUM TALKS

are a fantastic opportunity for students to broaden their
knowledge and will also help students to make competitive
applications in the future.  If your child would be interested in
attending a Super Curriculum Talk, they can sign up on the Super
Curriculum site on Frog.

THOUGHTS OF THE WEEK - FEBRUARY:
Our students are supported to take an active interest in the world around them and are able to develop
an informed and perceptive point of view concerning major current events. During registration periods
each week, tutors take time to explore our 'Thoughts for the Week'. Over the course of several days,
students consider differing viewpoints relating to a story that has been featured in the news and are then
asked to express and explain their own opinions about this.  

Each week, our 'Thoughts' are shared via social media platforms and we would encourage parents and
carers to take the time to join in the debate and discuss these with your children too.

W.C. 31st Jan - The Platinum Jubilee - Is the monarchy outdated? Should it be abolished?
W.C. 7th Feb - Winter Olympics - Beijing should be hosting the Winter Olympics, how far do you agree?
W.C. 14th Feb -   The concept of marginal gains has revolutionised some sports.  
Could the same approach also change important areas of everyday life including school? 
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To encourage them to consider this as a potential career option. There were 13 simultaneous finals held
across the country, with a final for each of the home nations and English regions. Our team competed
against 11 other schools in the North East final. Although we just missed out on a top three place, the
team performed incredibly well and were some of the youngest in the final.
Well done Computing@SCC!

Earlier his month, a team of four Y9 students took part the Final
of the CyberFirst Girls Competition 2022. Aaliyah, Kennedi, Nieve
and Rhianna did exceptionally well to reach the final stage of the
competition which 7000 students took part in nationally. The
competition involved solving a wide range of cybersecurity
problems. Problems ranged from encryption, digital forensics and
even included using ethical hacking techniques. This competition
is designed to give more students the opportunity to discover the
exciting world of cyber security and specifically to empower girls 

CYBERFIRST!

ASSESSMENT INFORMATION 
We have been delighted with the revision, preparation, and attitude of our Year 10, Year 9 and Year 8
students who have sat internal 'TOE' (Tier of Entry) assessments over the past half-term. All students
applied themselves fully and will hopefully be rewarded with some excellent results. Immediately after
half-term we have a week of assessments for our Year 11 students who will sit their final TOE window
ahead of their actual exams. Following the release of the advanced information for some GCSE subjects,
the assessment papers used will be, for those subjects, largely based on the topics students will be
examined on in the summer. It is therefore arguably even more important for Year 11 students to begin
their preparations for the summer assessments as early as possible compared to previous years. Details
of the pre-release advanced information and details of the assessment window has been sent out to
parents already. Please contact Mr Hutton in-school if you have not received this. A further reminder that
the exam boards have advised that all students should be available to sit an exam up to and including
Wednesday 29th June which has been given as the date a final exam could be held. Year 11 students have
received their exam timetables for the their summer exams already which include all of their dates.

INTERVENTION
With just nine weeks remaining until exam season for our Year 11 students, we are seeing increased
numbers attending our after-school programme of intervention on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. All
faculties are offering support to students on these two nights with tailored sessions aimed at equipping
the students with all of the vital content and revision tips required to excel in the summer exams.
Students are encouraged to engage with the programme and attend as many sessions as possible
between now and June by checking their emails regularly for information of where and when the sessions
are taking place. Well done to Nash, Alex, Alexander, Ellie and Isabelle for being recognised as our top
attendees between September and December. These five students will shortly receive a £10 voucher for
their dedication.

Should parents/carers wish to know more about the programme, they are encouraged to contact Mr
McGeary at p.mcgeary02@sedgefield.cc
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ENRICHMENT 
As we approach the midpoint of our Spring Enrichment block, it has been hugely encouraging to see students
mixing again post-Covid restriction, and taking part in the wide variety of provisions which have been offered
by staff. Over 150 students are attending Enrichment each Wednesday, sampling some extra-curricular
activities such as Rugby, Trampolining, Debating Club, Book Club and many more. Drama Workshop has
proved a popular addition to the block and has sewn a seed of growing the group into a merged performance
with our Dance and Music faculties. Watch this space…

Another enriching activity which launched this month is Future Business Magnates, which has seen some of
our Year 8 students work with Mr Brown and Miss Ibbotson towards launching their own enterprise in line with
Durham Start-Ups and their annual competition. The competition will run until the summer term and will
enthuse our budding entrepreneurs into the wide world of Business and Enterprise.

For further details on any or our Enrichment provisions, students are encouraged to see Mr McGeary.

MUSIC
Singers wanted!
The lunchtime choir are back! After the success of their first Christmas concert, the school choir are back
rehearsing on Tuesday lunchtimes preparing for the summer concert. We are always looking for new
members, so if you are a keen singer, please speak to Miss Baker. All year groups and abilities welcome!

Sedgefield Community College band:
Sedgefield’s band musicians are also working hard behind the scenes rehearsing for their next concert. If
you are an instrumentalist who is able to read music notation and you want to gain experience playing in
an ensemble, please speak to Miss Baker to join the school band. We rehearse on Mondays 3.15-4.15pm.

Celebrating Music Exams
Congratulations to Libby Cole for achieving a distinction in her recent Trinity Grade 5 singing exam.
Several Sedgefield students are also about to take their brass exams – good luck to Edward Guppy, Alex
Guy, William Hampson, Finley Sawyer and Luke Sawyer in these.

DANCE NEWS
A massive well done from Miss Arrowsmith to our Year 10
dancers who completed their live performance of "Easy on
Me" on the 18th February. The pupils showed beautiful
expression and showcased fantastic effort and energy. 

Extra Applause gone to Matilda Cudbertson, Fern Jaques,
Bella Wheatley and Gracie Mallet for their outstanding work
in dance. The girls created a piece inspired by a
choreographer called Andrew Winghart who looks at
explosive movements whilst using retrograde.

We would also like to congraulate Kelly Newton who was
successful in her recent audition to be an ambassador for
EVO training.



SPORTS BULLETIN
February has been another exciting month for the Physical
Education department with plenty happening. It has been
great to see many students involved in a variety of activities.
Firstly, February has seen our second block of PE
enrichment activities begin with students enjoying extra
sessions of fitness, trampolining and indoor 5 a-side
football. It was fantastic to see all three activities fully
subscribed with 75 students attending.

Alongside our usual curriculum the students have been
celebrating the Queens platinum jubilee by trying their
hand at a variety of sports that originate from countries
across the commonwealth. Year 7 and 8 students have also
been learning about the importance of first aid and the PE
department have begun delivering theory sessions focusing
on how to deal with injuries and sporting accidents.
Although we hope our students are never required to use
these new skills, it is great to know that they would be
informed on how best to help if needed. Furthermore, we
have had over 150 Year 7, 8 and 9 girls enjoying cricket
sessions through the 'Chance to Shine' project, led by
Durham County Cricket club.

It was also great to see the school host our first Sedgefield
Sports Partnership event since the pandemic, our facilities
were used to host a multi skills event for the local primary
schools. We had a number of Year 10 students who were
involved in the leading of this event, a big well done to
these students who represented our PE department so
professionally. Another example of our students
volunteering is Mr. Hepples' team of 'mini mechanics' who
have been running repairs on our fleet of mountain bikes
every Friday getting them ready to use in upcoming lessons.
In the last month we have seen success with our athletics
teams. Individually, Ollie Probart represented Durham
County in the North East Inter County Cross Country
Championships finishing a very respectable 24th. We have
more Team Sedgefield fixtures happening over the next
half term including football, girls cricket. 

Finally, we continue to complete plans for both the year 7
OAA residential and the 2023 Ski trip and further
information will follow once finalised.
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ART NEWS
In Visual Arts we have many hardworking and committed
creative students, each month we'd like to acknowledge those
who consistently strive to produce outstanding portfolios. Our
'Artist of the month' students will receive a small reward in
recognition of their hard work and commitment alongside the
honour of their work being displayed in AD2 for the month.
Well done everyone! 

ARTISTS OF THE MONTH:
Y7/8- Joseph Hall  
Fine Art- Jenna Watson 
Photography- Ruby Richards

ARTS AWARD 
'Y9 Green pathway got their Arts Award underway this month!
This short course gives students the opportunity to explore
exhibits, the work of others and develop their team building,
mentoring and time management skills. Miss Jackson, Mrs
Connolly and Miss Sandom were really impressed with the
hard work and commitment from 9G1, 2 & 3 and are looking
forward to our final session next half term-well done everyone!' 

VACANCIES AT SCC:
Teacher of English
https://www.laidlawschoolstrust.co.uk/72/vacancies-
1/careers/1113/teacher-of-english-2
One to One tutor for English
https://www.laidlawschoolstrust.co.uk/72/vacancies-
1/careers/1119/one-to-one-tutor-english
Subject leader of Music
https://www.laidlawschoolstrust.co.uk/72/vacancies-
1/careers/1120/subject-leader-of-music
Year Manager
https://www.laidlawschoolstrust.co.uk/72/vacancies-
1/careers/1121/year-group-manager-1


