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HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE

After the recent departure of Mr Robinson, the Laidlaw Schools Trust and SCC's governing body undertook a
thorough recruitment process to make sure that the strongest possible candidate would assume this vital
role and ensure that we are providing all our young people with an outstanding educational experience.
After an intensive two day interview process this week, Paul Fleming has now been confirmed as the new
Headteacher and will take on his new post with immediate effect.  Mr Fleming has been part of the school
staff for many years, having joined the school at the start of his teaching career in September 2000.  Since
that time, he has undertaken a number of leadership roles within the school including Teaching Year
Manager, Head of English and has been a member of the school's senior leadership team since 2010.  With
this in mind, many of you will will already know Mr Fleming well and for those who do not, he shares the
ambition of all of the governors to ensure SCC continues to develop and become ever stronger.  Please find
attached to this email a letter from Mr Fleming for yourselves and also for your children.

Yours sincerely,

Ian Simpson and John Robinson
CEO Laidlaw School Trust and Chair of Governors

Dear Parents and Carers,

I joined the school on the 1st September 2000 and more than twenty years later, it is an enormous honour
and responsibility to be taking on the position of headteacher. As a staff body, we care deeply about our
students and providing them with the best possible experience of education. The aim that we have for all of
the children who attend our school is a simple one: to do everything in our power to enable them to achieve
their full potential at SCC and then for the rest of their lives.

Of course, part of this aim is to ensure that our young people leave us with excellent external qualifications,
but we know that it is also about so much more than this. We want to ensure all of our students develop the
personal skills and qualities that will support them to achieve all that they can. We want to ensure all of our
students leave us with the confidence and abilities that will enable to them to secure success. We want all of
our students to leave school with happy memories of their time at Sedgefield Community College. As you will
see from this and our recent newsletters, an enormous number of exciting events and activities take place in
school each month to give our students the opportunities to thrive and reach their full potential.

In terms of the external qualifications mentioned above, the summer exam season moves ever closer for
our Y11 students. As a group, they continue to show excellent application and maturity as they prepare for
the first series of external summer exams since 2019. As was mentioned in the newsletter last month,
effective revision at home has a crucial role to play in increasing the chances of exam success. We know that
the vast majority of students are revising effectively, but for any who are not yet doing so, there is still time
to start and give yourself the best possible opportunity to achieve the excellent results that you deserve!

Paul Fleming
Headteacher
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STUDENT WELFARE

Keep Safe – The Big Red Button 

Sometimes it can be difficult for your child to talk about
issues they have or to speak up about something they’ve
witnessed or even to reach out on behalf of a friend. The
initial face to face discussion can be nerve wracking,
therefore students have access to The ‘Keep Safe – Big Red
Button’. It allows students the opportunity to submit their
concern via the FROG VLE. Mrs Spencer and Mrs Kidd read
these concerns and then look to support in the most
appropriate way.  

Useful Links 
Childline: https://www.childline.org.uk/ 
Youngminds: https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ or 0808 802 5544 (Parents Helpline) 
CAMHS Crisis: Freephone 0800 0516 171 (For mental health emergencies)

REMINDERS

An exciting opportunity arises to donate school uniform items to our Sedgefield Swap Shop. Details can
be found on the last page of this newsletter indicating what items we are looking for and how to donate
them.  This term we see exam season begin, the first exam season in a number of years. We are so excited
that our students finally get to show what they can do, and we hope all their hard work pays off as they do
truly deserve it! Many students find themselves under more pressure than usual during this exam season,
and are dealing with nerves which might be new to them. Nerves and anxious thoughts are absolutely
normal, we all get these as a natural part of the workings of the human body and our response to new
situations. Our year managers, class teachers and support staff are extremely well rehearsed in
supporting students through exam season. Your children are in safe hands and we will do our utmost to
get them through this season with smiles on their faces. 

Lunch Time Support 

We have a number of areas students can access during lunchtime if they need that time away:  

Year 7 Wellbeing Room – The year 7 wellbeing room can be found in G21. If your child would benefit from
accessing this, please speak with the year manager and Mrs Anderson.  
Year 8 – 11 Wellbeing Room – This room can be found in F33. If your child would benefit from accessing
this, please speak with the year manager and Mrs McGowan. 
The Library – What a wonderful way to make new friends, as well as your child being able to immerse
themselves in another world through the medium of books! Mrs Welsh, our fantastic English teacher, runs
the Library – so any queries, please direct your child to her.  
Sport – If your child would like to participate in some lunchtime sports activities, advise them to speak to
Mr Hepples, or another member of the PE staff, who can update them on the activities and sessions that
are upcoming.  
Counselling Drop In – Mrs Spencer is available during lunch in G21 for drop in. All your child needs to do is
let Mrs Spencer know their concern/issue and she will be able to guide your child to the right support, or
look to book in a counselling session if appropriate.  

https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
tel:+44-808-802-5544
tel:08000516171
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NEW YEAR MANAGER

ASSESSMENTS AND EXAM INFORMATION
 

DURHAM UNIVERSITY MENTORING PROGRAMME
Throughout March and April, a group of our Year 9 students participated in a
mentoring programme with FutureMe, an organisation that raises awareness
of higher education across the North East.  An undergraduate student from
Durham University worked with our students across six sessions to explore
higher education and to help the students to begin to plan for their futures. 
 This was a valuable opportunity for our students and they are looking
forward to attending the celebration event at Durham University later this
term.

A massive welcome to Mr Hodgson who started with us this week as the new
addition to the pastoral team - our new year manager. Mr Hodgson has
responsibility for looking after the Year 7 students.

We continue to be impressed with the maturity and positive attitude our year 11 students are showing as
they head into their summer exam season. The attendance of students to any of the Easter intervention
sessions they were invited to come in for was also particularly impressive and hopefully all year 11
students are showing the same positive attitude towards their revision and exam preparation. All revision
materials are available on the revision site on Frog. Students should speak to their teachers if they are
unsure about where to find any revision materials they need or if they need support with any of part of
their revision.

A reminder that the first exam of the identified 'summer exam season' is the R.E. exam on Monday 16th
May. This starts a busy first week with examinations in English Language, Science, History and
Mathematics all taking place during that first week.

We are currently finalising the Year 11 'Leaver Arrangements' which will include details of their 'Leavers'
Assembly'. We will naturally send this correspondence out to parents once these final details have been
confirmed.

THOUGHTS OF THE WEEK
W.C. 28th March - World Autism Acceptance Week - What can we do at SCC to enable our autistic students
and staff to feel more supported and accepted?
W.C. 4th April - The Oscars - Should Will Smith be suspended for hitting Chris Rock?
W.C. 25th April - Harry Potter news - Warner Brothers should have refused to make the cuts requested by
China, how far do you agree? 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY REMINDER
A reminder that school is closed Monday 2nd May. School will also be closed from the 30th May to the 3rd
June for May half term.
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SPORTS BULLETIN
Last month saw over 150 of our Y7 students head up
North for their residential visit to Kingswood in
Hexham. All 4 seasons were apparent throughout
our week with sun and snow. This did not deter our
students as they engaged in several outdoor and
adventurous activities. These included archery, fire
lighting, shelter building and high ropes to name a
few. It was fantastic to see so many students
representing the school so well, giving the activities
such a good go and getting out of their comfort zone
a little bit. We hope that this is an experience that
they remember for a long time.

Our Yr10 GCSE PE group enjoyed a day at QE Sixth
Form College, where they completed their
Badminton Leadership course. 

The final Friday of last term saw our 2nd trip of the
year to watch Newcastle Eagles Basketball team. The
students had a great time but the less said about the
result the better. More opportunities like this will
follow in the summer term with plans to watch
Durham County Cricket in their T20 competition. 

Moving forward we have our next block of
enrichment activities starting soon. Students should
look out for more information coming in tutor time
about our range of summer options. We also have a
busy term of cricket with both our U13 and U15
teams in County Cup action over the coming weeks.
In addition, we have our sports leaders support
numerous primary football and cricket competitions.   

As we approach the business end of our  football
season we have several teams in cup action. Our y9
team unfortunately lost their Bishops Cup final 2v1,
but our y10 and y11 teams both have their cup finals
to play in the next few weeks. Good luck to all those
still involved.  
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ART NEWS

VACANCIES AT SCC:
Cleaner - The deadline for this post is noon on
Monday 16th May.
https://www.laidlawschoolstrust.co.uk/72/vacan
cies-1/careers/1175/cleaner-6

Just before the Easter break Y11 Fine Art and
Photography students completed their final pieces in
a ten hour TOE exam. Every student impressed the
Art department with their hard work and dedication,
producing some outstanding work. Well done
everyone.

DANCE NEWS
Tickets are now on sale for the Feet First Secondary
festival at the Gala Theatre, Durham where Year 10
and 11 dancers are performing on Thursday 5th
May - tickets can be bought by calling the box office
on 03000266600 or visiting:
https://galadurham.co.uk/whats-on/

THE HUB - WINTER TRAINING
Are you looking for a venue for your winter 22
training? We have limited availability on our floodlit
3G. Contact us for more info:
thehub@sedgefield.cc 


